94.  LETTER TO G. D. BIRLA

ASHRAM, SABARMATI,
July 20, 1928

BHAI GHANSHYAMDASJI,

Your two letters.

It does not matter if you have sent nothing for Bardoli.
Enough contributions are pouring in, If I am hard up I shall
certainly bother you. There is now little possibility of an agree-
ment. It is all right if it comes about and none the worse if it
does not. The reins of satyagraha rest in the hands of God alone.
Vallabhbhai is here today.

I shall write again in Navajivan on the boycott.

Yours,
MOHANDAS

From Hindi; C,W. 6162.   Courtesy: G. D. Birla

95.  INTERVIEW TO ASSOCIATED PRESS OF INDIA
ON BARDOLI

AHMEDABAD,
July 20, 1928

Interviewed by a Press representative on the Bardoli question, Mr. Gandhi
said that his views were the same as those of Mr, Vallabhbhai PateL It was,
he added, a matter of deep regret to him that there was a possibility of the
negotiations failing but if they did, the fault would be, so far as he could
judge, entirely the Government's.

The communique that was published after the Surat Conference1 baffled him.
He missed there the friendly and trustful spirit that was essential for an honour-

on a higher level with one in your position. You must excuse me for differing
from you in my last letter, I said I was agreeable to an arbitration but in
your closing sentence you said that you had advised Sjt. Shankerlal Banker
to take such action as he might be advised by his lawyer. I know already
that the Khadi Board has been prefering latterly law-courts to arbitration.
I am sorry that you could not take a more dispassionate view in the matter.
With kind regards. . . ."
1 Held on July  18; as representatives of the agriculturists of Bardoli,
Vallabhbhai Patel, Abbas Tyabji, Sharada Mehta, Bhattilakshmi Desai, Mithu-